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25 YEAR RE-REVIEW,

27 April 1956

Assistant Director, Offfice of Operstions

Evaluation of FBIS Salgon Opersation

Memo from Acting Assistant Director, Operations
dated 28 March 1956, ssme subject

1. The Office of Current Intelligence would view the closing of
the FBIE operation in Saigon or its drastic curteilsent zs & very
gerious loss in terms of reporting on Indochina., While we have no
way of assessing the valus of the operstion in financisl terms, ve
cen say that the delly FBIS contributicns on Forth Vietnem are of
such value that their loss would sericusly affect, both qualitatively
snd quantitetively, the production of current intalligence on this
strategically placed Commnist country. In addition, the Salgon
Bureau constitutes & unique intelligence asset on vhich this office
hes depended for the preparstion of an laportant part of iis report~
inz on South Vietnan, Laos and Cambodis.

2, In a recent check cof items of current intelligsnce prolduced
on Eorth Vietnam during & typical two-months'® period, 1t was found
thet well over one~third wers bssged entirely or in part upon informs-
tion furnished by FEIS Saigon. MNoreover, daily FBIS reports provide
the Viet Minh anslyst with fnveluable collstersl and beckground infore-
mation which iz not used Sirectly in current intelligence production.
Information of the kind furnished by the FBIS has bean especially
valusble since the closing of the American Conaulate in Henoi, which
wvag previously s useful supplier of unclassifisd information. Other
sources of information on Horth Vietnsm are both anre fragmentary and
lsas current than ¥FEIS contributions.

3. The North Vietnam deak has 2 particular need for the following
types of information Durnished by the FEIS listed in the ;ppmimta
order of theilr importance;

s, Hanol brosdcests in French, Vietnamese, Chinese,
English, and Lasotian.

b. Presa scrutiny of the three principal Commumnist news-
papers from Henol.

¢. Communiet press transmissions from Banol and the Viet
Mioh mission in Peking.
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4., The propagenis snalysis contriduted to the Department
of 8tate WEEKA cabls.

¢, Hanol broedcasts to Bouth Vietnsmese hill tribes.

4, The closing of the Saigon office would result in the loss of
an sssentisl source of intelligence if, ss suggested by the Assistant
Direator of 00, Viet Minh domestic programs in the future are {o be
brosdcast only on local frequencies sc that they cculd not be monitored
in Okinmwe .,

5, Concerning the non-Communist arsss of Indochina (South Vietnanm,
Laos snd Cambodis), the rapid dissemination of information monitored by
the Seigon Bureau often provides the earliest basis for reporting on im-
portant lssuss, In many of these instances, similar informetion recelved
subsequently through cther chsanels is of considersbly reduced value to
this office. Less obvious, but of egusl importance to cur opsrations,
is the background information provided dally by the Ssigon Bureau's
broed coverage of multi-langusge broasdceats in the Indochiness ares.

6. Of speciel interest to our Southeast Asis Branch is the Saigon
Buresu's daily press survey, which furnishes, on & current basis, im-
portant detalls ss well as interesting sidslights and locsl color on
political, economic, and sociologicsl events and trends in the Indochins
BYCER .

Acting Assistent Director
Currsnt Intelliigence
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